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jectures that certain huge old specimens of the "baobab tree
(which is not indigenous to India, but belongs properly
to Africa), found only at several ancient sites of foreign
commerce, may, for aught we can tell, have been intro-
duced into India, or planted, by the servants of King
Solomon.*

It is often supposed in England that the birds of India do
not sing, and are remarkable only for their fine plumage.
But this is an error. The bulbul is a lively and agree-
able warbler, as are other birds of the thrush family. A
species of shrike sings most charmingly, and the Indian
nightingale is exceeded only by the European species. The
white-headed mynah, Indian robin, stonechat, and a species
of flycatcher, are sweet songsters. The notes of the jungle
mynah are very varied and pleasing. A species of lark
which is frequently kept in a darkened cage, sings very
sweetly, and learns to imitate exactly the notes of other
birds and even animals. There are also several mimicking
birds, and many others which utter strange or curious sounds
or cries.

The largest and most formidable of the reptiles of Travan-
core are crocodiles, which may often be seen lying sunning
themselves on the grassy banks of the rivers and backwaters,
or swimming in the water with only the upper portion of the
head visible, or lying in a hole in the bank of the river with
the head protruded and the mouth wide agape, ready to snap
upon any living thing which may come within reach.
There are two species of crocodiles, the smaller and more
common, generally six or seven feet in length, and not
ordinarily dangerous to human life; the larger reaching the
length of eighteen or twenty feet. The latter are more
dangerous; still, one does not often hear of lives being lost
by them in this part of India.

* "Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Languages/* p. 66.